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Nancy Wigen sharing her stories growing up on North Beach Road



We are the Penelakut People

Pq'unup

Salt
Spring
Island

Nem'ulh tsun nem kwamuthelum ‘u nu sulsilu; ni hwu
nemusthelunu’ kwthu uthelum ni 'utu qulumewt-
hws skwo! kwulh, Ni 'uwwu niin xwum tatulut tu swe

'tst sqwal-Wulh tustu tu tth'ukwsulhshe' sil'anumgdtsun
hwun ta'lut tusyuwentSENS &

| was going to be raised by my gr; dparents butinstead ™
| was incarcerated at the resic{en al séhool. So | didi't getsy
the opportunity to learn our language. Now at around
seventy years old I'm still learning our culture,  Mys kimss

T Riiper hand

1 tsun smetth’un kwunus eenthu. I tsun smetth'untu
shtunni'iws nu S-tsthnutsumat, Ni tst thi'namut 1'kwus
hwulbhway!lugnalum, i stiubw. Nilh kwulhItsuno'T tun'a
kweyul.

1am proud to bewholam, | am proud of where my family
comes from and I'm proud of my heritage. We have survived
and all their efforts have failed, because | am here today.

Deimar Johnnle

The Kuper Island Industrial School on nearby Penelakut lsland o

from 1889 to 1975. Generatlons of children were denled their familles and

their culture, Survivors speak of severe punishment for speaking thelr
xtensive physical and sexual abuse, constant humil

malnutrition. They were addressed by number rathe

Children went missing. In 2019 the Natlonal Centre for Truth and

Reconclliation named 150 children who dled at the school, and as of 2021

PenelakutTribereported over 160 unmarked graves on thesite.
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Lucy Peatson of Penelakut was one of

Indigenous women whao married Salt Sprinc
settiers. She lived at Fernwa 1 \
husband, Henry Sampson, of

gﬁy itat a low price. Descendants
Henry's many children continue to
live on Salt Spring. Charlie and Ken
Sampson remember their father
Chester speaking Hul'g'umi'num’

. with Penelakut relatives.
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o the fwerily Ol HUpUTSIn
et o s At et

Siaalihstilelluhw tswe'e'ut tugn tl' Ihnimulh
swe' tst yusuleluhwthut kwunet I shhwunumstuh Rulistuhwtu
shqwaltun I tusyuw'en. T tst ni tsul'uthut, *Tse! lhnimulh!

Our Elders have been through so much, and nowits Uptoour. & | J
generation to keep it going, to revive the langUage andithe culttre:
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Welcome to Tl’elhum

.




